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ment of these properties,
amendment.

Amendment put and & division taken with
the following result:—

I will support the

Ayes . .o .. 15
Noes . .. 8
Majority for T
AYns,
Hon, J, Duftell Hon, H. Rose
Hon. V. Hamersley How. A, J. H. Saw
"Hon. J. J. Holmes Hén. H. Seddon
Hon. A. Lovekln Hon. H. A, Stephensen
Hon. J. M. Mactarlane| Hon. H. Stewart
Hen. G. 'W. Miles Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon, J. Nichoison Hon. E. H, Harris
Hon. G. Potter (Teller.)
NoES.
Hon. J. R. Brown © Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. A, Burvill Hon. T. Moore
Hon. J. M, Drew Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon, J, Ewing (Teller.)
Hoo. J. W. Hickey

Amendment thus passed
Hon. J. NICHLOLSON :
ment—

That before ' ‘person'’ in line 1 of para-
agraph (b) ‘‘cther’’ be ingeried.
Amendment put and passed.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘Aet’’ in paragraph (b)
the words *‘and every such perzon ghall,
in accordance with their respective prior-

I move an amend-

ities, if more than one, have a lien on the

amount so payable as compensatéon’’ be
inserted.

I pointed out on the second reading that
the first mortgagee, the man who created the
asset, would epme in with the other credi-
tors with a eclaim for compensation, Later
the Minister, T think, said that that was not
so, I have one of the best legal authorities
behind me and he claims that it is neces-
sary to add the words contained in my
amendment,

Amendment pnt and passed.

Hon, J. J, HOLMES: I suggest that we
have done enough for onme day. We aro
now about to define what is meant by the
unimproved value of land. Tt is the erux of
the whale Bill. The Minister nught to be
eontent for to-night.

Progress reported.
House adjourned at 10.27 pm,

[ASSEMBLY.}

Aegislative Essembly,

Wednesday, 26th November, 1924,

Question : Femberton Baw Miil, bearding hnuse 1002
Laave of abeence .. 1002
Bills ; Act A.mendment ik . 1092
Btunp Act Amendment, 1x. . 1802
‘Warocna Lake-Clifton :Banway. 1002
Minipg Development Act Amendmant 18.... 1098
Racing Restriction Act Amendment, 1R. 1008
Nomemao-Salmob Gums Bailway, 28., Com.,
diasent from miing, report 1008
Trafic Act Amendment, 2R., veferred o
Belect Committee - 2001
Motion ;: Establishment of Central Marknta 2000

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PEMBERTON SAWMILL
BOARDING-HOUSE,

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it a faci that a new hostel
or boarding-house hag been erocted at Pem-

‘berton? 2, If so0, has the lease of this hostel

or boarding-house heen granted to an ex-
postal official? 3, 1f so, was the leasing of
this proposition advertiged in the wgual man-
ner and wag the Tender Board aequainted?
4, Did the State Sawmills Department assist
in any way to guarantee furniture, ete., to
the lessee?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Minister for Works) replied: 1, Yes, 8 new
boarding-house is being erected at Pember-
ton and is nearing completion. 2, No. 3,
Tenders were called for the leasing of this
proposition in the ‘‘West Australian’’ and
also by notice at Pemberton Mill office, and
are mow under consideration, This is the
first cceasion tenders have been called for
the letting of State Sawmill boarding-
houses, and such matters are outside the
jurisdiction of the Tender Board. 4, No
guarantée or assistance has been given by
the department in the way of furnishing.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Richardaon, leave of
absence for one week granted to Lieut.-Col.
Denton (Moore) on the ground of urgent
private business.

BILLS (5)—FIRST READING.
1, Forests Act Amendment.
2. Stamp Act Amendment,
Tntroduced by the Premier.
3, Waroona-Lake (lifton Railway.

Introduced hr the Minigter for Rail-
ways,
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4, Mining Development Act Amendment.
lntroduced by the Minister for Mines.

5, Racing Restrietion Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Sleeman.

BILL—NORSEMAN-S8ALMON GUMS
RAILWAY.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) {4.39]): I am sure it must be &n
unhappy moment fur you, Mr. Speaker, o
be in the Chair. Doubtless you would like
to be on the floor of the House 'to advocate
the construction of this raiiway. Times
bave changed, however, and there iz not
much need now to battle for the Esperance
district. The Minister told us that of the
640,000 acres of land that will be served
by 40 miles of the 60 miles of new line—
eliminating 10 miles from either end—one-
half is first-class land. I hope the report
of the Minister for Lands justifies the
statenient of the Minister for Works. No
doubt it will. When we discussed this
matter on a motion moved by you, Sir, last
session, I said that if the reports justified
the construction of the line, I would intro-
duce a Bill to authorise it. It was not
possible for me to do that, but it is possible
for me to support the second reading.
Unfortunately, produetion along the line
already constructed has been disappointing.
I am firmly convineed that in time produe-
tion will increase and that we shall get
more traffic. At present, however, the line
must he a non-paying proposition.

The Minister for Landa: Traffic has
hardly been run on the line yet.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
season has been a bad one and it will take
time to get trafiic.

The Minister for Lands:
very pood season down there,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Not over
the whole area. After leaving the coast the
rainfall declines very rapidly. A 23-inch
rainfall at Esperance becomes 13 inches
at Salmon Gums, 60 miles away. The
extension of the railway from Salmon
Gums to Norseman will gerve very much
better land than that already opened
up. Though it has not as heavy a
rainfall, from our experience ai Southern
Cross, I am hopeful the land will turn out
well. Ten years ago the wheats grown in
this State took about 150 days to mature,
but now we have wheats that will grow in
100 davs, and that has altered the position
completely. Tn almost all this country ib
is possible to get 100 days of good growing
with sufficient rainfall. I hope the Premier
will agree to the railways already author-
jsed being firat construeted. The Yarra-
mony eastward line, promised many years
azo by the present Premier when Minister
for Rajlways in the Scaddan Government,

It has been &
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and promised by every (overnment
since that time, should be commenced
before the Norseman-Salmon Gums line.
The line to Newdegate should aiso be
given priority. People are gettled at
Newdegate and have a counsiderable
quanility of wheat to send away. That
line should be constructed without any de-
lay. Then the line to the Dale River, long
promised and fully justified, should also
be built. These three lines should be con-
structed prior to the Salmon Guma exsten-
sion. There is another railway that I shall
leave the member for Williams-Narrogin
to discuss.

er. E. B. Johnston: The most important
of all.

Hon., S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Then
there is the Dwarda-Narrogin line, which
was authorised by my friends opposite in
about 1912.

The Premier: I think that authorisation
has lapsed mow. The line will have to be
anthorised again,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Possibly
the Statute of Limitations bars it. How-
ever, the member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. E. B. Johnston) can attend to that
railway. The four lines in question do not
amount to very much in length; the Newde-
gate line ig shorf, and the Dale River line
represents omly 30 milea. 1 hold that we
should build very much cheaper lines in the
early stages of settlement.

The Premier: We have practieally de-
cided on that policy.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
should lay down lines similar to the wood
lines, for a start. The Public Works De-
partiment, however, have always eontended
that the cost of rails and sleepers is =o
great that a cheap line cannot be built.
I suppose rails will cost at least £1,000 per
mile, and sleepera at least £400 or £500
per mile; and then there is the cost of lay-
ing the track. However, we ought to get
down to a cost that is reasomable, a cost
that we can afford to pay interest on.

The Premier: About £2,000 per mile.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. In
the old dayes we built railways for about
£1,000 per mile. I regard the purchase of
new 45lb. rails ag a mistake. We ghould in
future suhstitute 601b. rails for 451b. rails
on established lines, and use the lighter
rails in distriets that are in the early stage
of development. T hope the Government will
give an assurance that the railways which
have been authorized will be eommenced be-
fore this line is started. I feel sure the
Government have no wish to do injustice to
the old settled districts with regard to pro-
mised railway faeilities. The Premier has
enough loan money to go on with a moderate
policy of railway construction during the
coming 12 months,. Would it be possible
to commence any of these authorigsed lines
straight away? If the Government decided
on a very light type of railway, the cost
would be reasonable. We know it is impos-
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sible to get money tran=ferred from London
to Australia just now, and aise that money
is extremely difficult to obtain in Austra-
lia. I hope that the country to be opened
up by the line whieh this Bill proposes to
authorise will prove of great benefit to
Western Australia, It has been said time
and apain that the oppesition to the Norse-
man line was the opposition of the coastal
peojle to the possibility of less of trade,
because South Australin might supply the
goldficlds with goods which otherwise would
Le snpplied by the eoastal area of Western
Australia.  That objection, however, has
practically disappeared. No douvbt the port
of Fremantle was a rival of the rort of
Esperance, but the Minister for Lands will
certainly tell us that that rivalry has dis-
ap) eared,

The Minister for Lands: I always voted
for this line,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
gentlewman voted with his party, of course.

The Minister for Lands: T voted with vour
Goveroment for this line,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The op:
position that we were told was entertained
by the people of the coast to this line nn
longrer exists.

Hou. 8. W, Muneie: The line i3 coming
15 years too late.

Mr, E. B. JOENSTON (Willinms-Narro
gin) [4,61]: I have much pleasure in anp-
j orting this Bill to connect the line running
from Esperance to Salmon Gums with the
goldfields railway svstem at Norseman. [t
is naturazl that the Country Party should
support the CGovernment in this proposed
action, becaunse the Government are really
caryving out a policy which ia in entire
consonance with our platform. We stand
for deceniralisation and also for the con.
struetinn of railways to already settled areas
and their further extcnsion to precede set-
tlement. I am indeed pleased to see that
plank of our platform [ut into operation,
whether by the Government of the day or
any other Administration. T wunderstand
that the proposed line will serve a good
belt nf agricultural land elose to the gold-
fields morket, At one time this was a burn-
ing question in the coastal arca, but to-day
there is far more unity than there was for-
merly hetween the goldfields and the coast,
whieh is evidenred by the fact that a Minis-
ter representing Frowantle, and 2 Govern-
nment in which Fremantle has strong repre-
gentation, have determined to do juatice, by
this mieasure, to the E-perance distriet, It
will be tound that the members of the Coun-
try Party in hoth Chambers will give the
proposal ungualified and unconditional sup-
port. The linking up of our railway svstem
will be a very good thing. The Commis.
gioner of Railways has constantly com-
plained of the difficulties regording rolling
stock and otherwise in working isolated sec-
tions of railway. In fact, it would have been
a very good thing if the previous Labour

[ASSEMBLY. |

Government had Licen permitted to do what
they tried to do, namely, bunild the Jine
right through from Esperanee to Norseman
sfraight away, instead of construeting it in
60 wile gections, The Leader of the Oppo-
sition reforred to other railways which
should be built, but my object in speaking
is not to do that so mucl as to support this
line, At the same time I weleome the action
of the Leader of the Opjosition in urging
the Goverument to Llmild ihe line irom
Nurrogin to Dwarda, if that action is only
to be regarded as u sign of the hon, mem.-
ber's repentance of his uwnfurtunate decision
a little more than two years ago to stop
the constipction of that railway when it was
in full swing, Frow that point of view 1
lold that there shoull be more joy over a
sinner that repenteth than over anyone else,

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: What do you
accuge me of?

Mr. ki, B. JOIINSTON: The hon. gentle-
man stopped the comstruction of the line
from Narrogin to Dwarda immediately up-
on his returit from England, and, therefors,
I am now delighted to hear him urge the
present Government to give that line prefer-
ence. I support the proposal of the Bill on
its merits. I believe the Government in.
tend to build the several other lines to
which referemce has been made, and that
they will do a fair thing by the old settled
distriets, as well as by this new district,
which they quite properly desire to furnish
with railway faeilities,

Mr, CHESSON (Cue) [4.55]: T have
much pleasure in supporting the Bill as a
measure of decentratisation. Every port
should get the traffic to which it is geo-
graphically entitled. Each time that a Bill
in this connection has come before the
Hounse, it has rveeived the support of Mur-
chison members, who realise that there is
now a good ease put up for the railway
from an agrieultural point of view, whereas
in past years the argument was based on
the volume of trade which geographically
belonged to the port of Esperance, but was
diverted to the port of Fremantle. The
more ports We open up, the better for West-
ern Austrnlia, Murehison members realise
that a question relating to the port of Ger-
aldton will come before Parliament, andl
they know that they will then receive th-
support of Eastern Goldfields members,

Hon. S8ir James Mitchell: ¥You can’
bargain,

Mr. CHESBON: Gernldton is the west-
ern pert of the State, and Murchison mem-
bers have congistently opposed centralisa-
tion. T feel perfectly certain that we shal
receive from the goldfields members the sup-
port we cxpect. The railway proposed by the
present Bill has heen long required, and I
am glad that at last we have a Government
propared to bring in the necessary author-
isatton. The majority of the people of
Wegtern Australia favonr the construction
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of this line, whick will give Esperance the
trade to which its geographical situstion en-
titles it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon, W.
U. Sngwin—North-East Fremantle) [4.58]:
I would not have spoken on thie Bill but
for one or two uncalled-for insinuations
which have been made. I introdueed fo
Parliament the measure authorising the con-
struction of the first section of this railway.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: I withdraw and
apologise.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS3: Pre-
viously I had om several occasions sup-
ported the construction of a line right
through from Fsperance to Norseman. 1
wish to aseure the Leader of the Opposition
that the reports from the syrveyora sent
ou. to inspect and classify the land between
Norgeman and Salmon Gums show that it
is satisfactory, although the land arounu
Norseman jtself isnot altogether suitable for
agriculture. During last year this part of the
State suffered severely from want of rain,
and the commencement of this year has been
somewhat similar in that respect. However,
reports receivad by the Agricultural Bank
during the last few weeks with regard to
the prospects of the Esperance farmers have
been very encouraging. Indeed, the pros-
pocts are much better than anticipafed,
and machinery is now travelling down
the line for the purpose of gathering
the harvest. Six weeks ago the Esper-
ance farmers were short of water, but
to-day every dam in the district is full
With the lioking up of the two sections of
the rallways, the working of the system
will be facilitated. In faet, I helieve that
nearly the eost of eonstruciion will be saved
in a few years when we take into congider-
ation the cxpenditure that would be in-
ecarred in the working of the southern see-
tion of the line had this extension not been
agrecd to. The Government have been eon-
sidering seriously the construetion of lighter
railway lines. T would refer to the railway
approved of in 1923 to conneet Pemberton
with Denmark. That line will cost £250,000
to go to Northeliffe alone.

Hon., Sir James Mitchell: Oh, no!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, that
is the estimate of the departmental engin-
eers, We have cansed a speecial investiga-
tion to be made, and there is every possi-
bility of a lighter line being used during
the first stages of development in that area.
That lire will be constructed at practically
half that eost. Thus it is that the Govern-
ment are carrying out the desire of the
Leader of the Opposition, in that we are
inquiring into the possibility of having
cheaper lines laid down during the early
stages of development.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Hear, hear! I
hope vou will suceeed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government have definitely decided, owing
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to the dearness and searcity of momey and
of the necessity for opening up the country
by means of railways, that railway con-
struction ghall be carried out more cheaply.
It is being done in some of the Eastern
States, and it was done bere in the early
days. The same thing can be done hers
to-day. If that be done, more land will be
thrown open for development, If we are
to populate Western Australia, we must
have railways. There are millions of acres
ovtside a payable distance from railwaya
where people could be settled if light rail-
ways could be constructed to give access to
markets, People are inquiring every day
for land, and we have been informed that
there arc persons with means who wounld be
willing to take up land within reasonable
distance of a railway. The migtake we have
made in the past has been that the State
has had to earry tco great a burden in eon-
nection with the development of our outer
districts. The people have largely relied
upon the Government for finanecial assist-
anee.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: And they have
done jolly good work with the money.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I am
not complaining about that, but owing to
the distance of some ‘of the country from
railways, the Government cannot possibly
take such additional risks as I have indi-
cated. If we can open up the large areas I
have referred to, and enable people to de-
velop their properties with their own meoney,
it will be of greater advantage to the State
than if the Government were to accept the
financial responsibility. If a profit results

from the work, the settler will reap the

henefit; if there be & lows, the State will
have to aecept that respomsibility, Last
session both Houses of Parliament carried a
motion approving of the construction of thia
line, Tn fact the Legislative Council were
so anxious abount it that they urged that
the Bill should be introduced that session.

Mr. Taylor: They fell in there.

The MINISTER FOR L-ANDS: How-
ever, the Government have brought the Bill
forward this session, and I hope that the
line will be construcied very soon. I mssure
the member for Narrogin-Williams (Mr.
E. B. Johnston) that once Parliament has
approved of a work, the Labour Party will
always endeavour to carry out their pro-
mises to the people, and that when money
iskmade aveilable the work will be under-
taken.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [5.5]: 1t
is something like 30 years since I first ad-
vocated the construction of a line from
Esperance to Coolgardie. In those days it
was claimed that a line should be con-
structed because the goldfields areas were
entirely dependent upon the Eastern Statea
and the Old Country for food supplies, and
everything else  required for the develop-
ment of the goldfields. Everything had to
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and as Nertham

cume through Fremantle,
railway, supplies

was the terminua of the
aud requirements had to be taken on to
Southern Cross by teams, making the task
expensive. The new arrivals on the gold-
fields, amongst whom I was one, thought
that the proper port for the goldfields was
Esperance. Wp made a strong appeal to
the Government of the day to construet a
line from Esperance to Coolgardie. Had the
line been constructed nt that time it wonld
have paid for itself within three years, but
vested interests prevemted the work from
being carried out.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The money was
uot available then.

Mr, TAYLOR: 1t was the most urgent
line at the time, for the development of
tbe goldfields, hut nrgemey and impertance
had to stand aside because there were other
parte of the State whose representatives
had a pgreater pull than had the people on
the goldfields. It is proposed to build the
present line wholly for agricultnral pur-
poses, because the poldfields in these days
are not as flourishing as they wore vears
ago,

The Minister for Lands: They will come
again.

Mr. TAYLOR: T hope so; it will be a
grand thing for the State when they do. Tt
will take time, however, and in the mean-
while the line must be regarded as ome for
agricultural purposes, T am sorry the Min-
ister did mot give us more details regerding
the agricultural prospects of the area be-
tween Norseman and Salmon Gums. A
former Minister for Agrieulture traversed
that part of the State and discovered what
he termed a new provinee.

Tha Minister for T.anda: That is Further
eastward.

Mr. TAYLOR: That area is a good
way from where the proposed line will

cross  the mallee helt, That belt is
aheut 30 miles wide; T dn not krow
wlat i3 its length. Some say that it

extends to Newdegate in one direction and
T dn not know how far it goes in the
opposite direction. T wonld like informa-
tion as to what the new agricultural pro-
vinee I refer to is like and what has been
the verdiect of the inspectnrs who have
tiaversed the country during the last twon
years. However, we must link up the two
sections 80 as to have a line throngh from
Norseman to  Esperance, irrespeetive  of
what the agrienltural poseibilities may be.
Tt must appear inconsistent to one possess-
ing a knowledge of railway manawoment
to think that the State ean run a line 60
wiles northward from Faperaree to Salmon
Guma,

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Tt would nnt pav
axle grease.

Mr. TAVLOR: Tbat is so. A repair
shop would have to be maintained nt
Esperance and evervthing required for it
would have to he taken round to that part
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by boat. The sooner the Government con-
struct the line from Salmon Gums to
Norseman, the better it will be for the
State. That must be done irrespective of
whether the line will prove a valuable
acquisition te our railway system or
whether it will be & drag upon it. I have
been through the country there and I bhave
no doubt that good land is available and
that, with an adequate rainfall, we shall
he able to produce wheat in abundanee in
those parts,

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [5.10]: I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill. The
memher for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
said that 30 years ago he advoeated the
construction of the railway. It is 30 years
since [ took part in the first meeting held
at Norseman in connection with the eon-
struction of a railway to the comst at
Esperance. That hon. member made refer-
ence to information that the Minister for
Lands might have given. A little while
ago the Minister gave us a fund of in-
formation respecting the new wheat pro-
viree in that part of the State. I was
astounded to find what a vast expansive
tract of country we possess there,

The Minister for Lands: Tt has not been
clasgified vef.

My, GRIFFITHS: T understand that is
the position, but it is beyond question that
we have a very fine belt of couniry there.
I have conferred with men who have heen
through that section of the State and they
spoke in praise of the country through to
Newdegate. As some of the people at
Newdegate stated nt the Lake Grace show
recently, they considered that belt of coun-

try would provide one of the biggest
wheat-growing  sections of the State.
While they econsidered that Newdegafe

was not isolated, they contended they were
stmply oot of the way. They expressed
the view that some day people in Perth
would recognise what a wvast asset they
had there and would agree to the develop-
ment of that section of the State. The
reference made to the construction of light
railwnya appeals to me in view of the
large areas it i3 impossible fto settle af
present hecause of the distance from rail-
wiys. Like the member for Williams-
Narogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston) I have my
own particular axe tn grind and I wish
to see the Yarramony-Eastward railway
consiructed. Tt has been reported that T
advocated the use of motor tractfon for
the lifting of produec in that part. T
denvy that emphatically. T elaim that a
railway should be constructed throogh
that part of the State,

Mr., THOMSON (Katanning) [5.14]:
Te von, Mr. Speaker, it must be a source
of sntisfaction when vou realise that that
which vou fought for during manv wvears
an? which has heen one of vour ambitions,
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is now within reach of realisation. It was
gratifying to hear from the Minister for
Lands that there is such a large area of
land in the districts concerned that is
suitable for agrieulture. The Minister
said that the only way we could open up
and develop this State was by the con-
struetion of railways. Aa a member of a
party, one of whose main planks is de-
centralisation, it atfords me greal pleasure
to support the second reading of the Bill.
I believe the settlers in this particular
area will be in a unique position because,
for the firgt time in the history of land
gettlement in thiz State, so far as I am
aware, the conmstruction of a railway be-
fore settlement has heen determined upon.
Those of us who represent distriets that
have suffered for years for the lack of
railway communication, hope that the land
is as good as the Minister e¢laims, If
that be 80, then those who will bhe
settled im such favourable conditions,
having a railway already provided for
them, will be in a fortanate position.
The accepted distance from a railway at
which wheat can be profitably grown is 1214
miles. However, in these days of motor
traction I believe we shall be able to go
out even 20 miles and profitably grow
wheat, for a man ean get his loads along
much more quickly and easily by motor
trangport.

The Minister for Lands: Tt all depends
on the roads.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so. It occurs to
me that another place made a serious blun-
der when they threw out a Bill designed to
bring inte being a public works committea.
Frequently railway Bills are brought down
to the House with bul very meagre infor-
mation. .

AMr. Lutey: That does not apply in this
instance.

Mr. THOMSON: No, it does not. T am
alluding to it as a general principle. If
we had a public works committee the State
might often get better results than it does,
In the past, railways have been authorised
by the House in dircet opposition to the
recommendations of the rallway advisory
board. I hope the Government will con-
gider the reintroduction of that Bill for the
setting up of a publie works committee. Tt
would save the State many thousands of
pounds. To-day the Minister for Railways
has given notice of a Bill to discontinue the
Lake Clifton-Wargona railway. Of courze
that line was construeted without the auth-
ority of Parliament; but had we had a
public works committee, in all probability
the railway wonld never have been built.

The Minister for Lands: It weuld not
have been referred to the puoblic works com-
mitfee.

Mr. THOMSOXN: Perhaps not. But the
public works committee, hearing of the pro-
posed expenditure, would want to know why
the work had not been referred to it.
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The Minister for Lands: The line was
bhuilt by a oprivate ¢ompany,

Mr, THOMSON: No, actually it was built
by the ex-Minister for Works., However, 1
am merely suggesting that it would be in the
interesta of the State if we created a public
works committea. I have pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading.

Mr, MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.18]: It
seems that all members are in favour of the
authorisation of this line, perhaps largely
because of the publicity it has had during
the past 30 years. In my opinion every dis-
trict with a possibility of successful settle-
ment should have its natural outlet, I am
not in favour of any legislation that would
serve to centralise the commerce of the
State, and eso I support the Bill heartily,
[ do mot regard with so much confidence as
do others the possibility of construeting
light railways with satisfactory results. We
should not overburden the capitalisation of
our railway system by constructing light
lines that, before long, will require to be
standardised. Of course, in some districts,
possibly in the very district to be served
by this main line, light feeder lines could
be satisfactorily built and operated. The
only regrettable feature about the Bill is
that when the line is constructed and Esper-
ance has reached prosperity there will be a
Federal Customs officer there to exploit the
mining and other industries in the hinter-
land.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Authority to construct:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I ask for
an assurance that the railways already auth-
orised shall be built before the construe-
tion of this line begins. In 1918 the House
passed a resolution affirming that the firat
railway to be consiructed should be the
Esperance Northward Jine. 1 move an
amendment—

That the following provise be added:

“* Provided that the construction of such

railway shall not be commenced until

after the commencement of the construc-
tion of all other railweys euthorised by

Parliament by any existing Aect.”’

T hope the Minister will agree to that. It
would e inconsistent in Miniaters to oppose
the amendment, since they warmly sup-
ported the resolution passed in 1918.

The Premier: The carrying of a resolution
is quite different from putting such a thing
into an Act. The Government are not bound
hy a resolution.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Any
respeetable Government would be. It is

onlv fair that the several authorised lines
should be huilt in their proper order of pre-
cedence. Moreover, if this line be huilt
actnally ahead of seitlement it will be a
long time before it ean be expected
to pay. It would be ridiculovs to build the
line at present, when there is not a soul
resident along the route, The settlers nearer
to Esperance are already served by the ex-
isting line, T have nothing whatever against
this proposed line, but I want an assuranee
that it will be constrocted in its proper
order of precedence., I hope the Premier
will offer no o' position to the amendment.
The CHATRMAN: The present Bill an-
thorisrs the construction of a certain rail-
way. It does not deal with the inception of
the work, The amendment is, therefore, ir-
relevent and aecordingly inadmissible,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move—

That the Committee dissents from the
Chairman's ruling.

Mr. Marshall: You seem to have a con-
trary dispesition to-day.

The CHATRMAXN: Will the hon. member
put his disagreement in writing?

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Dissent from Chairman’s Ruling.
The Chairman stated the dissent.

Mr. Speaker: I uphold the Chairman’s
ruling on the ground that this Bifl is no
more than an avthorisation for construe-
tion. It is not a Bill to provide money for
the comstruetion, or for means for its eoun-
struction, or for the undertaking of the
work. It iz purely and simply a bare au-
thorisation for the construction. Anything
beyond that, or outside that purpose, ie be-
yond the scope of the Bill and is irrelevant.
T, therefore, uphold the Chairman’s roling.

Disgent from Speaker’s Ruling.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I move—

Thkat the House dissents from the
Speaker's ruling.

Tt eannot be contended that this railway will
not be built at some time. The only Bill
that ¢can deal with the line in this onme,
There will be no other. Tmmediately the
Bill is passed the Premier, if be wishes, can
rommence the constrmetion of the railway.
You, 8ir, in Febrnary, 1918, moved a mo-
tion that the Esperance-Northward railway
be constrneted before other lines auwthorised
he Parliament, and the House agreed to the
motion, notwithstanding that the Opposition
were in the minority. Tt wasg richt then to
instrnet the Government that no railways
should be commeneced until this one had heen
biilt or commenced. If we can say that
& line ig to be built we can ray when the
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work will commence. We ean limit the time
when it sball be built by passing the amend-
ment I moved in Committee. 1t seems to
me wrong to exclude that amendment, and
it would be strange if this Chainber had not
power to pass such an amendment.

The Premier: There i3 a wide difference
between the circumstances described by the
Leader of the Opposition and the present
ciremmstances, The motion referred to was
one asking that in the opinion of this House
the first railway to be constructed in pur-
suance of the railway programme author-
ised @'y Parliament should be the Esperance
Northwards line, A motion of that kind
is not ahsolutely binding.

The Miniater for Lands: Tt did not hind
the late Government.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell:
did.

The Prenider: Tt did not. The motion
sought to obtain the opinion of the Mouse,
and the Government could accept it or ig-
nore it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not at all.

The Premicr: Yes, Motions of this kind
have frequently been ignored by the Gov-
ernment.

Hon. 8ir .James Mitehell: Tell me one.

The Premier: This particular one was
ignored, for the late Government commenced
the Piawaning Northwards railway before
the Esperance line was comnenced.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Not without the
House being consulted.

The Premier: To the motion which you,
Sir, moved, an amendment was submitted by
the m2mber for Williams-Narrogin to the
effect that the railways should be built in
the order of their anthorisation.

Hon. .Sir James Mitchell: That was not
carried.

The DPremier: No. When sapeaking to
that amendment I said T regrefted very
much that the Premier was unable to sup-
port the motion. I said T opposed tho
amendment and dissented entirely from the
principle of constructing railways in the
ovder of their passage throvgh this House.
The member for Katanning interjected that
this had not always heen followed in the
past, and T replied that it bad almost in-
variably been followed, but that to lay it
down as a hard and fast rule, not to be
dcparted from, would be exceedingly foelish
on your part. I bave mever supported the
principle that railsvaya should he built in
the order of their authorieation. But
I am rather getting away from the
question, which is to dissent from the
ruling of the Speaker. I remind the
Leado~ of the Opposition that there is
a wide difference between a resolution
of this House and an amendment which
geeks to lay it down in a2 Bil, and which if
carried would bind the Government to the
order in which railways should be con-
gtructed, Such’ an amendment is foreign

Of course it
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to the Bill; I have mever known such a
provizicn as that to be inserted ian any Bill
I need not argue any further because I
koow that you, Mr. Speaker, will be able
to advance adequate reasons in support of
the rejection of the amendment. I support
your ruling.

My, Taylor: I do not intend to diseuss
the resolution which you, Bir, moved some
years ago, becaunse it lias bpothing to do
with your ruling, umless by referring to it
one wighes to cloud the issuwe. TThis House
is at liberty to express its opinion by way
of resolution; in faet it docs everyihing by
resolution. We are dealing with Clavse 2,
which gives authority for the construction
of the line. The marginal note reads ‘' Au-
thority to construct’’ and the clause reads—

It shall be lawful to econstruet and
maintain a railway with all necessary,
proper, and usual works and conveniences
in connection therewith, along the line
deseribed in the schedule to this Aet.

The Leader of the Opposition moved an
amendment to add words the effect of
which were that power should be given to
the Governmeant to build the line under cer-
tain conditions, which were that it should
not be constructed until other railways that
bhad been authorizsed before it has Dbeen
started, To me this does not appear to be
anything irrelevant in the proposal to add
the words contained in the amendment,
which amendment the Chairman ruled out
or order, and which ruling has received
your support. I de not think that you, Sir,
on further consideration ecan really main-
tain the ruling you have supported, beeause
we are now giving power to the Government
to construet a railway, and all that we de-
sire by the amendment is to say when the
work shall be started. By no strateh of
imagination can it be said that the amend-
ment is irrelevant. I have not locked up
guthorities; I am depending entirely on
what the Bill says and what we are asked
to do. Our only desire is to declare that
the line shall be built under certain comdi-
tions. If those conditions are considered
irrelevant, then I should like to hear quoted
authorites in support of the irrelevancy.

The Minister for Agriculture: T have no
doubt that the Leader of the Opposition is
convinced in his own mind that the amend-
ment is entirely out of order.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
the kiund.

The Minister for Agrienlture: The
Leader of the Opposition knows that the
whole igsne depends upon the irrelevaney
of the amendment. For the amendment to
be relevant, the clanse in the Rill ghould
have provided for the comstruction to take
place now or a week, a2 month or 12 months
hence. Since the clause does not make any
mention of time, and the BRBill itself is
merely an authorisation, it is absurd to say
that the amendment, which provides for a
time limit, is relevant. The whole thing de-
pends on the question of relevancy. Here is

Nothing of
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angther aspect: The Bill is merely ae au-
thorisation measurv. Tt says that the Gov-
erument shall have power to comstruet the
railvay. But the Government cannot con-
struct the line until it gets an appropriation.
If the Leader nf the Opposition does not
want the work to be proceeded with, thea
his purpose can be served if, when the ap-
propriation - is hrought down, he objects to
the appropriation that will have to be
provided. 1Te can say, ‘‘I will not agree
to that appropriation beeause there are
other railways te be construected first.’’
The Speaker need not look up precedenta.
1f he did he could find dozens. ln this case
the Bill merely authorises and does not say
that the Government shall spend a penny
nor or 10 venrs hence.

Mr. Angelo: [Last night an amendment,
made Ly another place to a Bill sent from
this House, was considered by this Chamber.
The amendment dealt with an alteration of
the amount of interest to be paid, and this
House, sitting as a Committee of the whole,
agreed to the Council’s amendment, which
put a time limit on the operation of ome
of the clauses. The amendment moved by
the Leader of the Opposition to the Bill we
are now considering does practically t he
same thing. Tt puts a time limit on the
operation of Clause 2,

Hon. W. D, Johnson: There is a danger,
if we declare the amendment in question to
be relevant, that we may limit the power
of Parliament. 'We must be careful that
such things do not have a boomerang effect
and hit us at a time when we least expeet
it, To me it appears that if we pass the
Bill aa it standa we shall give to the Gov-
ernment the right to econstruet a rail-
way, and for the purpose of that construe-
tion, they will immediately ask for an ap-
propriation 8o as to proceed with the work.
We may desire to limit the econstruetion
from time to time.

The Minister for Agriculture: The pro-
per time to object will be when appropria-
tion is sought.

Hoo. W. D. Johnson: Tf it is degired to
delay the construction of the line wuntil
otheras are built, we shall have to strike out
the full amount of the appropriation sovght.
We ecannot amend the appropriation; we
ean reduce it, hut we cannot so regulate
the reduction as to convey the idea that the
Teader of the Opposition desires to comvey
by his amendment. Tt would be impossibls
to arrive at any caleulation of the amount
by which the appropriation would be re-
dneed. Where a Government ask for the
right to construct a railway, surely it is in
order for us to say that such construction
shall not proceed at a greater pace than,
say, 12 or 20 miles per menth. It appears
to me that it wonld be in order for us to
say that the eonstruction should not pro-
ceed nt a ereater vate than any time that
may be specified, or that so much should
he constructed per day or per annum.
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The Minister for Agriculture: ¥You ecan-
not limit the construction of a railway in
that manner.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If we say that the
Government shall have the right to con-
stroet, the right should also be given to
declare the rate at which it should be com-
structed.

Mr. Davy: I would not presume to dis-
agree with your ruling, Mr. Speaker, but
I should like to point out the logical con-
sequences of it. Any amendment relavant
to the Bill is admissible, If the amend-
ment be relevant, it 15 a good amendment.
It would be astonishing if we could not
impose a condition upon a permission, If
my child asked for an apple, I might reply,
““Yes, I shall give it to you, but you must
not eat it till to-morrow.’’ The Govern-
ment are asking for permission to build a
certain railway and they canreot build it
without permigsion.

The Minister for Agriculture: They
?I.tﬁt have authorisation and appropria-
100.

Mr, Davy: I am not sure of that. If
tbere was a revenue surplus of half a
million in one year—I admit it is a
gorgeous thought—could not the Govern-
ment use it and build the railway without
getting an appropriation?

The Minister for Agriculture: 1t would
have to appear in the Revenue Estimates.

Mr. Davy: If the money was available
[ think the Government could spend it.

Mr. Speaker: T ask members to pay
strict attention to the wording of Clause

Tt shall be lawful to construct and
mzintain 2 railway with all necessary,
proper and usual works and coaveni-
ences in connection therewith along the
gn: degeribed in the schedule to this

ct.

The clause asks for no more approval than
that it shall be lawful to construoct the
railway. Tt will grant lawful anthority,
neither more nor less, at any time in
future. In the order preseribed by the
amendment or in any other order, it shall
be lawful to construct the railway. But
it would be irrelevant to introduce words
dealing with conditions of legality. The
amendment is out of order because it deals
with eonditions of legality and might have
the effect of preventing the railway from
ever being built.

Mr, Sampson: Is that an inspirationt

Mr. Speaker: The amendment reads,
‘‘Provided that the econstruction’’—the
clause does not deal with the comstruection
and therefore the amendment is irrelevant
—rffof such railway shall not be com-
menced until after the commencement of
the conatruction of all the railways auther-
ised by Parligment.’’ If any one of the
railways pow authorised is mnever com-
menced, this railway can never be com-
menced. Notwithstanding that the auth-
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ority to comstrect the line is given, if any
one of the railways now authorised be not
commenced for 50 years, the line now
gought to be authorised capnot be com-
menced. In fact some of the railways
may never be built. That is obviously
8 negation of the authority sought, and
therefore the amendment is out of order.
The Leader of the Opposition has moved
to disagree with the Chairman’'s ruling on
the ground that there is nething in the
Standing Orders to prevent the amend-
ment being made. All the Standing Orders
relating to the scope of Bills and to relev-
ancy deal with this very matter. There
is nothing in the Standing Orders relating
gpecifically to an amendment of thisg kind,
because it would be superfluous to have a
Standing Order stipulating that you shall
not, in a proposed amendment, invelve the
possible destruction of the measure. But
there are sufficient Standing Orders to
meet the case. I again refer the hon.
member to ‘‘May,’’ 12th edition, page
370, and also to the quotation Y read from
the smaller work on the subject, ''An
amendment must be relevant to the sub-
ject matter of the Bill and to the subject
matter of the elause to which it relates.”’
Surely members must see there is a vast
difference between making it lawful to do
a thing and saying when a thing shall be
done. The two things ‘‘lawfulness’’ and
‘‘time of construction’’ are quite distinect.

Mr, Taylor: They are quite relevant.

Mr. Speaker: They are not relevant in
a Bill, because the order of leave does not
cover the time for commencing. The clause
contains nothing more than granting bare
legal authority to construct and maintain -
the line and pno time limit for com-
meneing construction can be imposed
or be relevant to the clause. To
impose a time limit would ir a sense
he unconstitutional, because it would take
out of the hands of the Government the
executive power to determine when ths
railway shonld be commenced. Before
this railway ecan be commenced, there
must be the authorisation for the com-
mencement in the Loan Estimates or Rev-
enue Estimates, and it is then that the
House deals with any amendment as teo
the spending of the money. Tt is open
to any member to move a motion, such as
I had the honour of moving when I was
on the floor of the House, stating the order
in which railways should he built, but a
resolution of the House is quite different
from 8 Bill. There is not a single pre-
cedent for sueh an amendment in the
whole history of legislation of this
character, and I hope the House will not
establish a precedent of that kind. Tn
fact the House cannot lawfelly do it; you
can have no limitation of the words "It
shall he lawful’’; the only alternative is
‘“iynlawfnl.’’  Any such conditions ag to
time of construetion are matters to be
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dealt with subsequently or separately on
their speeial merits and in their special
forms,

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 13
Noes .. .. .. ..o 24
Majority against S |
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Bampson
Mr. Davy Mr., Sleeman
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Maley Mr, Taylor
Mr. Maoo Mi. Teeedale
Bir James Mitchell Mr. Richardson
Mr, North Teller.y
Noes.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Brown Mr, MeCallum
Mr. Chesson Mr. Millington
Mr. Coiller Mr. Munsle
Mr, Corboy Mr. Panton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Thomson
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Tro¥
Mr. Griffiths Mr. A, Wan-=brough
Mr. W, D. Johuson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Kennedy Mr., Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr, Wilson
Mr. Lindsay {Telier.}
Mr, Lutey

Question thus negatived,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Committee resumad.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3 to 8—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. BAMPSON (Swan) [7.35]: Not
only membere of this House, but the public
generally, will welcome many of the amend-
ments proposed by the Bill. Control of
traffic is always a difficnlt problem, and of
course the narrower the roads of a city the
greater the diffieulty which confronts those
whose duty it is to control the traflic. Some-
thing might be, and something frequently
is, said regarding joy riding and the ten-
dency of some drivers of motor cars and
motor eyeles, and of other vehicles, to speed.
But 2 subject on which there is usually
@ profound silence is jay walking, in which
regard there might be strieter control than
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obtains at present. Many cities have strin-
gent regulations as to walking, and pe-
destrians are expected to observe them not
only in using the footways but also in using
the highways. In those cities it iz a breach
of regulations for any pedestrian to cross
a street otherwise than by a right-angle
course. This is as it should be, becanse
road users have great difficulty in proceed-
ing without danger to pedestrians unless the
rule in question is strictly observed. In
passing I may be pardoned for referring to
the work of those who control the traffic in
Perth. Apart from the jay walking latitude
that work ean with every justification le
applauded. Undoubtedly, from the stand-
point of being thoroughly alive to the re-
sponsibilities of their work, the officers on
point duty and elsewhere in Perth are most
zealous and capable. Moreover, they carry
out their work with absence of Friction,
and with evidence of a desire to exercise every
eourtesy while doing their duty by the pub-
lie, As regards the amendments proposed
by the Bill, the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Lindsay) clearly demonstrated that the Min-
ister for Works has underestimated the re-
venue to be derived from the incidence of
the license fees in the measure. It is plain
that a sum considerably in excesa of that
forecasted by the Minister will be collected.
T note that there is a change of control,
from the loeal authorities to the Commis-
sioner of Police. However, that change has
been largely in existence for some time
past; and here again I will pay a tribute
to the officers in charge of traffiec. As a
result of their work very many more ve-
hicles are licensed to-day than has been the
ease hitherte. Mostly the officers of the
various local auihorities, being already over-
workeed, found it impossible to earry ount
all the duties requisite to ensure that the
different vehicles in each locality were Ii-
censed. The measure is notable, like most
Bills of this character, for aiming to give
great power in the framing of regulations.
Indeed, from this aspeet s welter has beem
made of the power to promulgate regula-
tions galore. The Bill as printed contains
some pages setting forth the purposes for
which regulations may be framed., It may
fairly be said that in this respect the Min-
ister has out-Heroded Herod. Moreover the
measure suggests a desire on the part of
the Minister to restrict competition with
Government trams and traing. I consider
that too much power iz asked in this re-
spect, I note that, nnder the Bill, prior to
the granting of a licenss for the runmning of
a time table a conference must be held be-
tween the Minister, the Commissioner of
Railways, and eertain officers. 'What the
result of such conferemces may be is diffi-
cult to foresee. I do mot anticipate that the
results will be other than fair, but T do
suggest that there is & duty resting on those
in control of trains and trams to see that as
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far as possible they compete with motor om-
nibuses apd other vehicles running for the
convenience of the public. When all is said
and dene, the motor bus people are not
enemics of the community. If it is possible
for the Railway and Tramway Departments
to give further consideration to the needs o.
the publie, something will be done in a very
proper way to limit the running ot wnotor
buses. But to render it illegal for the buses
to compete seems to mo to be taking an
undue advantage of a governmental power.
The trams and trains, I fully realise, are
the property of the people, and any com-
petition which those facilities have to face
js, one way, faced by the whole community.
But those in authority should look to the
matter of that competition, and give it their
closest considerution. They might, indeed,
take a leaf out of the book of the motor
bus proprietors and of the municipality of
North Fremantle, which has established
buses of its own to meet the needs of its
residents. Buy to assume that since this
Bill will give power to restrict the running
of motor buses, ipso facto no motor huses
ghall be run, seems to me wrong, and, if

may be allowed the term, rather cowardly.

The Minister for Railways: We cannot
allow them to run wherever they like.

Mr., SAMPSON: No; but there are ro-
mours, and more than rumours, that undue
restrictions are heing placed on the running
of buses.

The Minister for Railways: What governg
the whole question is the eonvenience of the
public.

Mr. SAMPSON: Very well. The public
are anxious that the buses should run. 1
am anxious that the railway service should
pay. But the railway service might gain
something by the running of motor ecoaches
enabling a better time-table to be provided
al a considerably less cost, than by the
running of heavy trains. I realise that
there iz a difficulty, but anyome who has
noticed what has taken place in other
countries  will readily acknowledge that
the motor bus as a means of passenger eon-
venience is a vehicle that has come to stay.
In all eourtesy I suggest that the Railway
Department give further consideration to
the installation of additional motor coaches,
If hon. members locked over the railway
time table for the serviee hetween Perth and
Mundijong they would probably find that
two trains run each way per day. The ser-
vice is inanfficient for the requirements of
the distriet. T do not mwggest that the pas-
sengers wonld fill large trains, but eertainly
there are sufficient to justify the running of
several trips by motor coaches to and from
the eity., Then there is the question of the
electrification of the sohurban and ontee.
soburban railways. TUnder that system
aquicker fransit would he assured and in-
stead of motar huses, vanning at from 15
to 20 miles an hour, beating our traina, the
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trains would compete more adequately with
the buses.

The Minister for Railways: Have you
any idea of what the capital expenditure
invalved would amount to?

Mr. SAMPSON: I know it would be
heavy.

The Minister for Railways: Do you think
the State could afford it?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister is in a
better position to answer that question. I
known that Mr, Scaddan, when Minister for
Railways, went into the matter while in
Vietoria and he brought back a film illus-
trating the running of the electric trains
in and around Melbourne, and memhers of
Parliament bad an opportunity of seeing
that pieture. "Whether Western Auvstralia
has arrived at a stage at which the elee-
trification of the railways would he a pay-
ing proposition, T cannot say, but in view
of the cheapness of electric eurrent and the
improvements made in the eegnomie pro-
duetion of electricity, I am inelined to think
that the proposition wonld prove profitable.
I hope the Minister, when replying to the
debate, will give the House some informa-
tion regarding the electrification of our rail-
way system, Another regulation to which
I shall refer is that whieh will give power
to the Minister to prescribe by regulation
the maximum height, length, and breadth
of a motor bue, and the maximum weight
and loads for those vehicles. It seems to
me that the manufactures of chassis, know
hest what weight can be carried with safety
and what length or breadth of body is
boest suited for the chassis.

The Minister for Railways: Persons can
put any particular body they desire on the
chassis without reference to the manufac-
torer at all.

Mr. SAMPSON: It would not be a safe
proposition at all to erect upon a chassis
a body too long or too wide for the under-
carriage, nor would any manufacturer who
knew his work do anything of the kind.

The Minister for Railways: But the local
manufactorer ecould put on any hody he
chnse, and for that reason there must be
some stipnlation.

Mr. SAMPSON: The maximum weirht
to be prescribed is another point. Reg-
nlations to preseribe limitations are un-
neeessary. There is with each motor car a
warranty isseed by the manufacturers set-
ting out what load, speed, ete., ean bre used
with safety. No proprietor of a motor bus
wonld act contrary to the advice indicated
hv the oxpert manufacturer. This is not a
bhig point, hut it serves to show that in
the powers sought under the regriations
to be preseribed there has heen a prodigality
that is not justifiable.

The Minister for Railways: A motor bus
that mav he safe for romnine hetween Perth
and Fremantle might not he aafe on the
ran from Perth to Kalamunda.
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Mr, SAMPSON: That is a question of
brake power,

The Minister for Railways: But apart
altogether from the question of brakes.

Mr. SAMPSON: That, I admit, repre-
sents & necessary regulation, but it is one
that I hope will be carefully and regularly
given effect to. Already the {ransport
officers are active regarding this matter.
‘We have a char-a-bane running to EKala-
munda, and if all motor vehicles are driven
with the same care and the same regard for
the safety of the public as that one, then
indeed the railways will have a difficult joh
to compete with them,

The Minister for Railways: We cannot
run zig-zaz railways everywhere.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the time is not
far distant when the zig-zag railway will
be dome away with and & new route adopted.
A survey of a mew route was made
gome years ago, and if the line
were constructed in  aeccordance  with
that survey there would be no need for
the dangerous and slow zig-zag route. Amn.
other repulation sccks to prohibit the dis:
play of advertisements on the outside of
motor buses. I hope that power will not be
exerciscd cxeept in umnsual circumstances.
It is usual for advertisements to Le dis-
played on tramcars, and T trust the Govern-
ment will not treat the motor buses in that
respect in a different way from the trams.
What is good for the Government should be
good for private persons. I do mot advo-
eate the running of char-a-hanes in eom-
petition with the railways, On the con-
trary, I advoeate the Government giving the
best service possible for the publiec and thus
securing the traffic that is neeessary if our
railwvaya are to pay their way. I again re-
mind those concerned that all over the world
there is a movement towards replacing rail-
way travelling by motor buses and motors.
They have realised that in Sydney and Mel-
bourne within reeent years, and 10 years
ago London renlised the faet. When Lon-
don s=ets the fashion we may kmow
there are very definite economic reasons why
a similar movement should be established
in other rentres.

Mr, Sleeman: You do not mean State-
owned buses, do you?

Mr. SAMPSON: Not necessarily, but
since we run State-owned trains, I see no
reason why we shouyld not extend that svs-
tem to buses, and use them as feeders for
our railways.

Mr. Panton: The London ‘‘tubes?’ take
the place of the trams heve.

Mr, SAMPEON: Xo, the motor huges take
the plaee of the trams,

Mr, Panton: The huses could not cope
:‘ith the traffic of Londen like the *'tubes’’
0.

Mr, SAMPSON: Trams are no longer to
he seen in London, and the motor buses
have inereased to such an extent that one
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can almost walk aeross the streets on the
tops of buses. So expert have the drivera
of the buses become, and so numerous are
they on the streets, that if a possenger sit-
ting on the roof allows his elbow to project
over the railing, he is liable to have his arm
broken by a passing bus!

Mr. Panton: That will do! Some of us
have been there. -

Mr. BAMPSON: Then I eome to the
question of exemptions hitherto enjoyed
by the primary producers, of wutilising
vehieles for the carriage of produce and
supplies. On the 5th September there was
laid on the Table of the House an amend-
ment to the regulation that set out that
heavy traffic license feea should not apply
to vehicles owned and used by a farmer or
a settler carrying goods and materials to
anl from his own farm. Tast night we
heard comments in respeet of high protec-
tion that appears to be the policy of almost
every politieal party in Australin, With
the exception of the primary producers, most
peojle benefit from the faet that there is
at least some measure of protection in this
“tate, but it cannot be said that the prim.
gry producers henefit to any extent at all
They de not benefit by the extreme policy
of high protection in existence to-day. For
that reason Parliament here has from time
to time realised the difficulties that the
primary jroducers have to face and pro-
vided exemptions in their favour as I have
indicated. There was an exemption for in-
stance of £250 in respect of the unimproved
vitlne of cultivated land. That exemption
was recently deleted by this House. Tt
would appear that another exemption en-
joyed by the farmer is to be strueck out.
In view of the high protection and the fact
that the primary producer has to take his
goods to the world’s market, and is Jucky
it he receives world’s parity, we should give
every consideration to his needs. In the
Bill there is an amendment to the third
sehedule of the Aet under which all vehicles
shall he uniformly tazed. 8o, for a cart
exceeding 2 tons, the rate per cwt, is 2s.
That rate would include not only the load
earried, but also the weight of the vehicle.
The weight o be charged for shall be the
greatest load within the limit of the
vehivle's capacity. The striking out of
the exemption to primary producers ia
a very serious matter. Take a wagon
weighing, say, 35 cwt, and with a
carrying capacity of 6 tons: We have
there a total of 155 ewt. This, ag calcu-
Iated on the basis set out in the third
schedule, would amount to an annual license
fee of £15 10s. It i3 a terrific impoat and
particularlv ferocions when we realise that
the farmer is not continually using his
wagon on the roads. Actually his wagon
is used, probably not mere than from four
tn six weeks in every year. When the Bil
reaches Committee I hope it will be possible
to alleviate these charges, The farmera are
the prineipal ratepayers to the loeal auth-
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orities. The farmers contribute the funds
that enable the roads to be eon-
structed. TIf, in addition to the ordin-
ary rating, they are to be called uwpon
to pay an amaunt of £15 10s. for a single
wagon to be vsed for a maximum period of
Bix weeks in each year, they might well ask
themselves if they are not being singled out
to carry an unduly heavy burden. I hope
that in Committee the Minister will agree
to reduce the amount to some preferential
rate in favour of the farmer. here is in
the Bill a rcference to the metropolitan
area. T do not quite understand it. Per-
haps when the Minister replies he will ex-
plain why that reference is made. Under
another Bill before the House the metro-
politan area ia to be abolished and all parts
of the State are to be treated alike, with
no exemptions and with no special considera-
tion. Then there is in the Bill reference to
golid rubber tyres, but no reference to
cushion tyres,

Mr, Maon: They are the same.

Mr. SAMPSON: They are not. There
are three types of tyres, mamely, the pneu-
matie tyre, including the ordivary poen-
matic tyre, the eord tyre, and the balloon
tyre; then there are the cushion tyre and
the solid tyre.

Mr. Marghall: What is the difference be-
tween those two?

Mr. SAMPSON: The cushion tyre has a
longitudinal ecavity. But there is a new
type of cushion tyre with transverse holes,
an especially manufactured article that, it
is claimed, has many virtues. Although as
yet it is new to Western Australis, many
such tyres are already in use in the wheat
districts, particularly about Doodlakine and
Bruce Rock. I sugpest that consideration
should be given to the cushion tyre as well
as to the pneumatic tyre. We must en-
courage improvements in respeet of trans-
port, and if it be possible to prodnee a
cushion tyre snfficiently resilient to compete
with the pneumatic tyre, it is the duty of
Parliament to encourage sueh production. I
have on the Notice Paper an amendment
in this regard, and T hope consideration will
be given to it. T realise that the Minister
has had a very difficult task in trying to
frame a Bill that will do rverything that
is desired. The control of traffic is so diffi-
cult that T am sure the hest help of every
member will be pgiven, to the end that the
Bill shall be a practicable one in the best
and truesf sense. I again remind the Min-
ister that the Bill will not receive the aup-
port of the House unless the comsideration
that has beemn given to the farmer in the
past is continned.

Mr. CHESSON (Cne) [8.10]: I realige
the necessity for the Bill, an important ob-
ject of whieh is to make the pro-
prietors of chara-bancs competing against
our railways and tramways pay a
reagonable contribution to the mainten-
ance of the roads they damage. At pre-
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sent what they pay is by uo mecans eom-
mepsurate with the damage they do. My
only objection to the Bill is based on the
barm it will do to a lot of our outback
road boards. It will serve to deprive them
of a large part of their revenue without in
any way reducing the administrative costs.
And, apart for that, it will not beunefit the
nuter districts to any great extent, Some
of those districts are served by rvailways
and all the loecal roads are feeder roads
leading to the railway sidings. Moreover,
most of the ratepayers in those outer dis-
tricts have motor cars, and if their license
fees are to be collected by the Government
it will be a very serious matter for the
local authorities. Then, nearly all the sta-
tions outback have their own wagons and
eart their own wool. Those wageus for the
most part are used only twice in each year.
They are fitted with 6in. or 7in. tyres and
they carry a load of about 10 tons, which
means that under the sechedule each wagon
will have to pay at least £20 per annum,
and, in addition, £8 wheel tax. In conse-
quence, the station owners will do away
with their wagons and have their wool
carted, possibly by motor traction, with the
regult that the Minister will not get the
revenue he expects, Then there ig the
quartz carting on the outer goldfields. At
Cue we have one man who does all the
fquartz carting for the distriet. He has 10
or 12 drays. He employs only two carters,
for, of conrse, one team follows another.
The load on cach dray is 2 tons. That
means that the individual will be charged
up to £20 a year more, exclusive of the
wheel tax. He will have to pay £40 if he
carries 20 tons. This will be pagsed om to
the prospeetor.
Mr. Teesdale:
dipary wagon?
Mr. CHESSON:

Do you refer to fhe or-

I refer to tip-drays
used by quartz carters. The Main Roads
Bill will not affect these people. When a
ghow ig found out in the bush they make
their own road to it, and this iz kept in
repair by the road board. Tf we make a
severe charge upon this class of traffic we
shall be penalising the prospeetor. Wo
ghould exempt this type of traffic.

Mr. Taylor: Once the drays come to a
road, they eome uunder the read hoard.

Mr. CHESSON: That iz go. The carters
may go 20 miles from a township and have
to make their own tracks. If fees are to
be taken from the loeal road Ywoard, there
will mot be sufficient funds left to keep
these small roads in repair. In Committee
we shonld amend the Bill making provision
for the quartz carter, and in the case of
wagons that are used only onee or fwice a
vear. Tf we impose a stiff tax such as is
provided in the Bill squatters will make
other arrangements for the cartage of their
woo!, and the Government will not get the
revenne they think they will. These are the
points abont which T desire to voice a pro-
test.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. McCallum—South Fremantle) [8.20]: I
wish to make a personal exzplanation in
order to remove some misconceptions that
have arisen. There is no intention to re-
peal the present practice where vehicles
wsed on a farm are exempt from a
traffic tax. The figures that have been
quoted, particularly by the Leader of the
Opposition and the member for Toodyay
(Mr. Lindsay), are so much at variance
with those found in the deparfment, and
taken from the official records, that I sug-
gest it would be hetter instead of proceed-
ing further with the discussion to refer the
Bill to & select committee, which would re-
port to the House next week. If the House
passes the second reading, I will immedi-
ately move for the reference of the Bill to
a select committee in order that the figuros
may be checked. AW we want is a fair
seheduls that will do justice all ronnd. I[f
the select committes examineg the schedule
it will be able to ¢ome down with recom-
mendations that should meet with the ap-
proval of the House,

Mr., E. B. JORANSTON (Williams-Narro-
gin) [8.22]: The Minister’s statement has
cleared the air to a considerable extent)
particalarly with regard to the vexed ques-
tion of the increase in the fees for farmers*
venivivs, Tnere was nothing before us prior
to that statement to show whether it was
proposed to continne that exemption. I
hope this will be made c¢lear in the Bill.
T wish partieularly to refer to the attack
on the revenue of road hoards. These roasd
boards colleet license fecs from vehieles.
Owing to the manner in which motors are
inceasing in number, thin represents a val-
uable source of revenue. Before the select
committee i appointed I wish fo protest
against the revenues of loeal governing
bodies being cut away from them in the
manuer proposed. It is necessary to bring
thiz forward lest the committec should he
appointed without knewing the feeling of
members regarding this pringiple, Country
road boards are doing excellent work. They
have their offices and administration costs to
maintain. T object to license fees imposed
on vehicles, most of which travel on the un-
improved feeder roads, being taken from the
local authorities. Farmers’ wagons fravel
only from the holding to the nearest siding.
They never see a main road. [ wish to
record my protest against depriving the
local governing body, which has to look
after subasidiary feeder roads, of the means
of maintaining them. I also protest against
the fees heing given to a central body in
order that it may carry out work from
Perth. T feel that this body will devote its
chief energies to main roads between the
big towns which, thoungh important, are
largely for the benefit of members of the
Automobile Club and other persons assoe-
iated with big business firms in the metro-
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polis, who are constantly travelling around
the country in their motor cars. The Bill
proposes that these fees should be taken
trom the local goeverning bodies and spent
on toads that the farmers do not use, and
distributed through some Perth organisa-
tion. T objeet to that. I thank the Min-
ister for the consideration he has given to
the views of members in deciding to refer
this Bill to a select committee, hut 1 do not
wish it to go before that committee until
T have recorded my protest against the pro-
posed interferemce with the revenues of
country loeal governing bedies, These bodics
will be left to maintain all the country roads
and feeder roade other than main roads, and
should retain all fees for the licemsing of
vehicles in their areas.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.25]: I
welcome the suggestion of the Minister. It
had been my intention to move that the
Bill should be referred to 2 s=elect com-
mittee, That committee will deal with the
fees. I ean see grave difficulties ahead with
regard to the amount that will he Jevied
upon maotor vehieles. One of the most
pressing needs of the Government is to have
some regulations framed to enahle them to
depl with the motor bus traffic, which, in
conjuneticz with moter wagons, i3 seriously
competing against the railways. Tn some
enses a fee as high as £32 will be paid.
T'nder the scheme ontlined in the Bill T fear
some hardships will be ereated. A man
who i& running his vehicle constantly and
getting 100 per cent. use out of it will get
off with a light fee of £22,

The Minister for Works: He will have to
par other taxes.

Ay, THOMS0ON: Another mar who may
be using his vehicle oceasionally, will have
to pay the same fee. The select committee
might take into consideration another phase
of the matter. Tf one goes to a picture
ghow or theatre one buys ls. worth of amuse-
ment and 1d. worth of tax. A man who
may vse hia vehicle only once a week would
have to pay 30s. a year for every passenger
that his vehiele will earry, plus wheel tax.
Others in the metropolitan area mav be run-
ning their vchicles every day. T suggest
that the select committee might consider
the imposition of -a tax om the same prin.
eiple as the amusement tax imposed by the
Federal Government. Tickets micht be
tssued by the Traffic Department in the case
of all vehicles nsed as public eonvevances.
A surcharge of frem 10 per cent. to 20 per
cent. could be made. Under the rernlations
of the Railway Department jarrah and other
hardwoods are carried at mineral rates plns
1s, 10d. per ton. T suggest that the select
eommittee should take into considerntion
the question of Placing a sercharge of so
mueh per ton on goods earried in motor
vehicles instend of making a fixed rate upon
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such vehicles, Those vebieles fhat are eom-
peting so seriously with metropolitan rail-
ways hetween Perth amil Fremantie can make
three or four trips a day beiween those
places, These are constantly unsing the
roads at their full load capacity, bat will
only payr the same amount per an-
nom ag those who use the roads infrequently.
I @0 not propnse to labour the question.
There is much that one would like to say,
but as the Bill is to be referred to a select
committec ther> is no need to occupy any
further time of the House at the present
stage.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.32]: Ome
clange of the Bill deals with the license fees
of motor drivera. I suggest that the select
committee, when appointed, should investi-
gate thoroughly the matter of drivers’ li-
censes. I am of the opinion that the test
to which drivers are subjected, before a li-
cense is granted, is not stringent enough,
bearing in mind the fact that the trafc is
becoming congested in our streets by the
presence of so many motor vehicles. No
license should be given unless a person is
thoroughly competent to handle his vehicle.
That is an aspeet that the select committee
might investigate.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Referred to Select Committes,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. A,
MecCallum—South Fremantle) [832]: I
move—

That the Bill be referred to o Seloot
Committiee.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and a Select Committes ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs. Griffiths, Pan-
ton, Sampson, Withers and the Minister for
‘Works, with power to call for persons and
papers, to sit on days over which the House
stands adjourned, and to report on the 2nd
December.

MOTTON-—ESTABLISHMENT OF
CENTRAL MARKETS.

Tebate resumed from the previous day
on motion by Mr. Mann—

That in the opinion of this House, it
is advisable that legislation should be in-
troduced empowering the Perth Cily
Council 1o establish marketa for the
wholesale disposol of wvegetables, fruii,
produce (otler than grain and chaff},
meat, fish, pouliry, end game, under the
conditions as recommended by the Seleot
Committece on the csiablishment of mar-
kets in ihe metropolitan area.
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and on the following amendment by Mr.
Thomson—

That ‘* Perth City Council’’ be struck
out with the view .of inserting other
words.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
{(Hon. M, P, Troy—Mt, Magnet) [8.53]:
All will agree tbat there is a mecessity for
the establishment of central markets, and
all must be awnre that there is great econ-
omic waste under our present system of dis-
tribution. Markets, it will be admitted,
should have heen provided here years ago,
and the question that mow arises is whose
particular function it is to provide thoue
markets. There exists in this House a dif-
ference of opinion regarding the authority
that should conirol the markets, One see¢-
tion stands for the City Counecil having the
right, and another asks for the appointment
of a trust upon which producers, consumers
and agents would be represented.

Mr, Mann: If it is a matter of urgency
the City Counci! is the most likely body to
carry it out. :

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The select committeec recommended that
power be given to the City Council to es-
tablish markets, and certain sites were sub-
mitted as the most suvitable for market pur.
poses, One ip the Marquig-gtreet site owned
by the Government; it was resumed by the
Seaddan Government in 1911 or 1912, The
other is the old Gas Works site owmed by
the City Council. Whatever site be choszen,
it must be sufficiently large to provide for
all the requirements of the city for many
vears to come, besides being easily acees-
aible not only to the people who send pro-
duce to the markets, but to the people who
want to deal in the markets day by day.

Mr. Mann: It should have an area of
st least 10 acres.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
It is desirable that the markets be situated
in o lecality where railway facilities are
most suitable and where there is no possi-
bitity of a block in traffie. Tt must be 8
loeality capable of being approached from
every suburbh without unduve cost or incon-
venience, The Government are prepared to
enter into negotiations with the City Conn-
¢il or any other party auch as a trost or the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. who are prepared
to inaugurate u scheme, but so far as we
can ser the only body capable of financing
the project to-day is the City Council. While
I admit that the City Council may not be
as truly representative of the people as is
this House. still the City Couneil represents
a very large section of the pecple, and as
the markets in both Melbourne and Sydney
are administered by the city councils with-
ont any disadvantage to the community,
and are Tiving a most satisfactory ser-
vieg—
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Hon, W. D. Johuson: That is question-
able.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
I cannot see why similarly satisfactory re-
sults shoull not be obtained in Western
Australia.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: They are not per-
fection from the consumer’s point of view.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have no evidence to that effect and
neither has the hon. member.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Except from per-
sonal observation.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURFE:
I bhave attended the Melbourne and Syd-
ney murlkets on several oceasions and I
wayg satisfied that the people there, with-
out the interference of middlemen, had
the best opportunity to get their produce
dsy by day. One can go to the Melbourne
markets and buy from the producers on
the spot. There is no restraint and uo
restriction. So far as I cownld learn from
people who had operated at those markets
for years, therc was no caungse for com-
plaint. The evidence is that the geneval
community in Melbourne have unever
raised a question regarding the suitability
or utility of the markets. The member
for Guildford (Hon. W. . Johnson) spoke
of the desirableness of the market being
controlled by the co-operative company,
and he spent much time in pointing oui
the service that the co-operative company
had been to the eommunity. The chair-
man ¢of the Westralian Farmers Ltd, was
a witness before the seleet committee, but
he made no suggestion whatever that his
organisation should undertake this respon-
ajbility. Though the member for Guild-
ford spoke highly of the financial resourcea
of the company, I feel that if the
Waestralian Farmers Ltd. were approached
to-morrow and asked to undertake this
responsibility, they would have considerable
hesitation in doing so. Consequently what
iz the use of beating the air and talking
of what should be done if the people
having the opportunity do not come for-
ward and offer to undertake the work?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Give them an
opportunity like you propose to give the
City Couneil.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The @Government are not econcerned
whether the business is earried on by a
¢o-operative company, so long as it repre-
aents the true interests of the people, or
br the City Council. The Government are
oot in o position to spend a vast sum of
money to establish central markets, Par-
linment understands the position. Tt
shonld not be necessarv to emphasise that
the Government are carrving a very
heavy load with respect to land settle-
ment, The Government ecannot find
millions for 1and settlement, and milliona
for water supplies and railway extensions
and all the other facilities required to
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develop the country, and provide markets
and up-to-date conveniences im the city
and in country towns. There is a limit
beyond which the CGovernment cannot
finance, and Parliament knows that. If
any anthority comes forward that the Gov-
ernment believe will act fairly by the
people, its proposition will receave =zll
favourable consideration.

Hon, W. D. Johneon: Surely it is the
Government’s function to make those
representations and not invite applica-
tions !

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
L am doing it now. The hon. member may
accept my agsuranee that if the co-
operative body c¢an satisfy the Govern.
ment that it will deal fairly by all aections
of the community, its propesition will re-
eeive sympathetic consideration, The
{lovernment are most anxious to see
market facilities provided, and regret that
owing to the limitations of finance, they
themselves uvannot vprovide them. The
gelect conmittee recommended control by
the Perth City Counecil and provision being
made by the legislature for an advisory
board rvepresentative of the growers, the
distributors and consumers, with power to
negotiate and confor with the rouneil on
matters aficeting the sele and distribution
of marketable produce. I do not see that
thers ean be any objection to an authority
of that c¢haracter, but it should be under.
stond that if this power be given to the
Perth City Coureil, there must he mno
obstacle placed in the way of the producer
dealing with the consumer direct and with-
out interference by the distributor,

Mr. Richardson: That is the difficulty.

The MLNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The distributor should not be regarded as
essential to any sunch arrangement, and
before the Government conferred the
power on any awthority whatever, they
wounld insist upen a guarantee that the
fullest possible opportunity would bhe
given to the producer to get inte direct
tovch with the consomer. If that were
provided for, the markets should give
general satisfaction.

The Minister for Lande: That is a
matter of impossibility as the City Couneil
must have more control than anyone else.

Mr. Thomson: They would wvot agree
to it.

The Minister for ILands:
mendation is ridiculous,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am not standing by the committee’s
recommendation; Y am merely discussing
it, but the aselect committee made tha
recommendation after some inquiry as to
whether it would be accepted or rejected
by the City Counecil, Much of the selsct
committee’s veport dealt with the t-ans-
port, sale and distribution of meat; im
faet it can be said that the greater portion
of the report deal with tbat subject. The

That recom-
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reason why more cattle were shipped to
the metropolitan market some years ago
is that freight then was very much lower
than it is to-day. Prior to the war the
freight on cattie from Derby to Fremantle
wasg 50s. to 60s. per bhead. From Wynd.
ham it was 10s. more. Since the war the
rate has increaged by 75 per cent., and the
inerease has naturally resulted in fewer
cattle being sent to the metropolitan
market,

Mr. Mann: The operatious at the Wynd-
ham Meat Works have made a difference.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They have had some effect.  Further-
more, many pastoraligts lhave given up
cattle and gone in for sheep.

Mr. Angelo: There is also the export
trade to Java.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is a little of that, but it would not
affect the position greatly. This, too, will
be a feature in future, because much of
the country is more suitable for sheep than
for cattle, and the fact that sheap are a
better proposition than eattle and give a
quicker return, is bound to encourage
pastoralists to embark wupon sheep as
against eattle propositions. Cattle will be
carried in some parts of the country only
until the wild dogs bave been extermin-
ated and opportunity is given freely to
run sheep. Since the Government took
office, frozen meat to the value of £50,000
has been brought to the metropolitan
markets and mads available {0 consumers.
Approximately 400 tong of frozen bheef is
now in cold storage at Framantle, and we
hope this will have the effect of keeping
the beef market steady until the next
Kimberley season., Arrangements have
been made with the Wyndham Meatworks
to ship a quantity of the best frozes
beef for this market immediately the works
are put into operation next year. These
arrangements have already been made by the
Colonial Beerctary’s Department. Tha
quantity shipped will be equal to the full
storage capacity of the Fremantle cold
stores. It ig estimated that the placing of
this large quantity of Leef on the metro-
politan market last year saved consumers
£30,000, owing to its effect in keeping prices
down. Members who realise how bare the
market has been and how much frozen meat
has been consumed can understand that
since frozen meat has been sold at the
prices fixed by the Government, it has
meant immense relief te consumera. In
years past it was constantly urged that
consumers would not accept frozen meat,
but this year owing to a shortape of cattle,
the butchers have been compelled to taks
it, and under the definite conditions laid
down hy the Department of Agriculture
and the Coloninl Seeretary’s Department as
to the way the beef should be handled by
the butcher, frozen meat iz now marketed
in sueh a state that it is most acceptable
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and is in ready demand. In faet, it would
be difieult to tell the difference between
frozen meat and fresh meat. Ungquestion-
ably the greater proportion of the meat now
utilised in the metropolitan area is frozem
meat.

Mr. Sampson:
fresh meat?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am told by technieal officers that it is,
but 1 have ne technical knowledge and
therefore cannot personally give an opinion
of any value. I have eaten frozen meat,
and relished it; I think it is very good
meat. The meat which came from Wynd-
ham was not the best, since the beat was
exported under an arrangement made by
the previous Government. It is to be hoped
that next year we will get the besi quality
of beef from Wyndham,

Ar. Sampson: The Medical Department
say frozen meat is not as nutritious =as
fresh meat.

Hon. S. W, Mungie: Fifty per cent. of
the people here are eating frozen meat, and
they don’t know the difference.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
As tn the queation of the nnmber of cattle
that can be shipped from Kimberley mnext
year, the matter will degend largely upon
the season. Personally think that next
year there will he a shortage of both mut-
ton and heef, owing to the drought now
prevailing over the greater portion of the
sheep and cattle country. Since the drought
has continuced in some districts for years,
there has heem mno natural increase; and
during the past year a number of the ex-
isting stock have died, Therefore I am of
opiuion that beef will be short next vear.
The Covernment are making provigion to
mect that shortage.  Some reference was
made to the distribution of stock in the
metropolitan  markets, The State-owned
abattoirs at Midland Junction are now be-
ing remodelled and extended. Chilling ac-
commodation has been provided, and that
is the subject of a recommendation by the
geleet committee. However, thut provision
wag made before the select comamittee were
appointed.

Mr, Mann: Quite correet.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The system of slaughtering is now under
consideration, and when a decision has been
arrived at, the select committee’s recom-
mendation as to the State doing all the
slaughtering will he considered.

Mr., Mann: And the detention of tha
meat for a period?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That will he part of the system of distri-
bution, With regard to the feture ¢hortage
of beef, I have already said that the capa-
city of the cold etorage in the Weatralian
Meat Works buildings at Fremantle will be
fully utilised to assist in preventing a re-
currenee of the high prices experienced dur-
ing the last year or two. The Colonial
Seeretary’s Department inform me that

Is it as nutritious as
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ample space will be available next year for
all fat stock offering from Kimberley. To
the amendment moved by the member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson) there is one
evident objection. If the Government ap-
point a trust, it means that the Govern-
ment will be called upon to finanee the
trust.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Not necessarily.
You ean give the trust power to horrow.

Mr. Thomson: Yes, in the same way as
the Fremantle Harbour Trust. That is
what I bhad in view,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Fremautle Harbour Trust is an entirely
different propositica from a trust to carry
on marketing in the city.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: In New Zealand
guite a number of these trusts have been
ereated, with power to borrow, power to
erect markets, and power to control.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Let us gee how they get on. There are in
Fremantle the freezing works owned by the
Westralian Meat Worka company.

Hon. W. D, Johngon: A limited liability
company.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Nevertheless, it was a compary whose
shareholders comprised the wealthiest men
in Western Australia., The company failed
signally to get the capitel necessary to
carry on its undertakings.

Mr. Thomsen: This is a different pro-
position,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Is it? The result was that the Government
were called upon to come to the company’s
aid to the extent of £106,000; and the Gov-
ernment have not been able to get their
interest up to date. When recently an ar-
rangement was made with the company by
which the Government took over part of the
premises for abattoir purposes, it had to
be stipvlated that the Government shonlil
deduet from the rental a certain proportion
to pay interest; but the deduction will not
pay the full interest. We find the same
gort of thing everywhers. At Carnarvon
there nre freezing worka.

Hon, W. D. Johngon: For goodness sake
don't draw such comparisons!

Mr. Teesdale: They are very painful to
hear.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There is no com-
parisen at all.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The only comparison T desire to draw i3 as
to the ability of the people o raise the
necessary capital,

Hon, W. D. Johnson: Thase are boodling
companries.

The MTNTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At this stage we do not need to disenss
whether the husiness will be a suecess or
not, bnt only whether in this community
the trust can find the requisite capital for
the propesition. Experiences at Fremantle
and Carnarvon, and alse with regard to
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butter faetories in the South-West, show
that in the majority of cases the Goverm-
ment have to stand behind the proposition
and even meet the interest.

Mr. Thomsen: But do not forget that the
high cost of sheep has absolutely cut the
ground from under the feet of those people,
and that that is the reason why——

Mr. BPEAKER: The hon. member must
not make a long speech by way of inter-
jection.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At this stage I am not discussing whether
these eompanies are a suceess or nobt. Just
now I am merety discussing the gquestion
of raising the capita). Even baving in mind
that the works were going to be a success,
these people could not raise the necessary
capital. In almost every case of the kind
that has occurred in Western Australia,
with the sole exception of the wool business
ar Albany, the promoters have come to the
Uovernment for agsistance. If a marketing
{rust iz formed, undoubtedly the trust sill
approach the Government for assistance;
and afterwards, when they are in difficulties,
they will ask the Government to meet the
interest. I am utterly opposed to the Gov-
ernment being ealled upon to undertake ra-
sponsibilities of that character when the
Government have no say whatever in the
business.

Mr. Thomson: The Government can have
a representative,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Government do not want that. The
Government have their hands full with a
hundred and one things to-day. A Minister,
even if he had the greatest commercial
ability, eould oot spare the time to deal
with such matters; and Government officiala
are trained {echnically, and not, commer-
cially. If a trust is formed that is fully
representative, and that ean raise the neces-
sary capital——

Mr. Thomson: Give them the chanee.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Let them come forward. The Government
are quite prepared te deal with any such
trust, provided they will give a satisfactory
guarantee of a square deal to every section
of the community, and particularly of a
channel through which the produeer, and the
consumer can come together. The member
for Guildford {Hon, W, 1, Tohnson) talks
about hundreds of thousands of pounds, and
four millions.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: I never spoke about
a capital of four millions. T said those
people had a turnover of four millions, Say
what I said, and don’t misrepresent me.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Y do not desire to misrepresent the hon.
member, but he spoke of these people hav.
ing hundreds of thousands of pounds. Tt
them come forward, and provided they give
the Government the necessary guarantees,
they will get a fair opportunity.
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Mr, BROWN (Pingelly [(9.12]: As a
member of the select committee, I can state
that we had considerable difffeulty in get-
ting witnesses of the right sort. The ma-
jority ot the witnesses were middlemen. Of
growers we Lad a very poer pereentage,
Therc wna a strong conflict between the evi-
dence of the growere and that of the mid-
dlemen. I regret very wuch that the House
refused the select committee -permission to
publish the evidence taken. Indeed, I am
satisfied that the paramount importance of
the question of marketing warranted the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission. Seeing
the amount of public money lent to the man
on the land in order that he may miow pro-
ducts, the Government should he interested
to see that there i3 0 good market far those
preducts. Mr. Angwin said e would not
oppose the appointment of the seleet com-
mittee, though he did not think it could ae-
complish much,

The Minister for Lands: Mr.
teok nction in this matter in 1913.

Mr, BROWN: I regret very nmeh that
the party of which T am a member did not
support the motion for publication of the
cvidence,

The Minister for Lands:
puhlished now.

My, Sampson: But in that form it is not
avajlable tn the publie.

Mr, BROWN: If the evidence had been
published, there would have been greater
public interest in our proceedings. Had 1
known that the report of the select com-
mittee was to go into the waste paper bas-
ket, T would not have sat on that committee.
The mnst important question with which we
dealt was that of meat supplies. Tn faet,
most of the evidence tendered to us referred
to the shortage of meat. Some of the wit-
nesses were men able to state the exact posi.
tion of meat marketing in thia State. The
evidence pointa ta a considerahle shortage
of meat in the future. The select committee
visited the Midland Junetion sale yards,
and T was preatly surprised to find the num-
ber of female sheep, and partienlarly fine
ewe lambs, being slanghtered. On the day
of our visit there were hetween 3,000 and

Angwin

The evidence is

4000 lambe in the market hesides
big sheep, and fully half of the
lambs were heantiful ewe lambs. They
were being sent to the abattoirs.

Tf anvone travelled throughout the farming
districts of Western Australia they would
be strock by the comsiderable shortage of
sheon. Hundreds of farms are languishing
for sheen, but they cannot be obtained, No
doubt the high price of wool has semething
to do with it. Manv sheep are producing
30s. or more per head for wool. One would
think that wonld he an incentive for farme¥s
not to sell even wethers. Often a man has
allowed his wethers to reach the 4-tooth
gtare hefore sending them to market and
getting from £2 to £8 5s. for them. Whe.n
they are producing 30s. worth of woel, it
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will be seen why, one would think, the
farmers would aet differently. While we
have such a shortage of sheep it is a ery-
ing shame that ewe lambs should be
allowed to be slaughtered. If this short-
age is to be made up, the best way would
be to provide that mo female gheep shall
Lbe slaughtered until ‘ffull mouth.’’ It is
a simple matter to overcome. If we were
to adopt such a course we would, within
three or four years time, have a sufficient
numher to stock all the farms that cannos
obtain sheep now. 1 was surprised at the
general condemnation of fruit trains that
have been running to the eountry districts.
Not one witness approved of them; all cou-
midered that they did not pay the grower.
When L was in the back country, at a time
when the frmit train arrived, I was sur-
prised to se: the number of people who
patronised it and purehased fruit at about
78. Gd. per case. We were told that of that
sum the grower got about 3s. 6d., while the
balance went to the middleman or others
connected with the fruit trade. If that is
so0, it is wrong. While we have such a quan-
tity of fruit growing in Western Australia,
thousands are languishing for want of it.
Some better system should be provided.
These are matters that should have been
gone inte, hut we did not get the evidence
we required. Had it been obtainable, the
report in all probability would have been
different. The whole evidence tended to
prove that it would be best for the City
Council to erect central markets. I do not
altogether apprave of that propossl, for 1
think it would be better if the Govern-
ment undertook the work, because the Gov-
ermuent would act as landlords and would
sec that the producers got a fair deal and
that me exorbitant rents or charges were
levied. The evidence, however, was largely
in favour of the City Council vndertaking
the work.

Mr, Manu: Because the Government could
not do it.

Mr. Sampson: If the evidence was in
support of the City Council, why not sup-
port the |roposal for the City Council to
undertake the work?

Mr. BROWN: The question arises as to
whether we have a large enough population
to support such markets. If we could have
presented a full and comprehengive report
it would have been of value when the time
arrived for the establishment of such mar-
kets. The kerbstone markets are doing a
lot of pood, but we were told that many
people will not go there because they will
not carry away their purchases. They pre-
fer the middleman to come round to the
houses and deliver the householders’ require-
ments.

Mr, Angelo: Then they deserve to pay
for them.

Mr. BROWN: We were fold that 714 per
cent. i= charged by the middleman and that
out of £1,000 involved in a transaction,
£75 would have to go to the middlemsan.
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That is only one of the difficultics that have
to be overcome. If we could eliminate thai
position some good would be achieved. How-
ever, we were told that the growers in the
outer districts have to send their produce
to the markets for dispesal through the
middlemen because there was no owe else
to handle their stuff for them and it had
to be sold. Apain, we were informed that
not sufficient cold storage accommodation
was available and therefore supplies could
not be regulaied so as to secore a better
return to the grower, If that position were
altered, prices would he more uniform. I re-
gret that we could not get mueh evidence of
the type we desired. I am satisfied despite
the time I wasted over this business

The Minister for Lands: The time was
not wasted by any means.

Mr, BROWN: —that when the time
comes for the products of the pgroup set-
tlers to be disposed of in the markets, if
it is not possible to deal with them in a
central market such as has been proposed,
nurkets will have to be found for those sup-
plies elsewhore. I would be sorry to know
that the report of the select committer had
heen thrown into the waste paper basket
and that nothing will come of it.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH (Albany) [0.17]:
I support the amendment, I believe such
markets should be controlled by a board
or trust on hehalf of the people. T eannot
believe that the City Ceunecil are prepared to
establish markets of such a deseription for
any purpose other than profit. I fail to sec
that any relief will be given to the pro-
ducers or the consumers if the motion were
acreed to. Tn consequence we would be in
the game pogition as formerty. The member
for Coolgardie {(Mr, Lambert) when apeak-
ing the other night, referred to the Ameri-
can system as the best in the world. T do
not subseribe to that statement, but would
refer hon. members to the gystem in opera-
tian in Sonth Africa. That system is known
ag the ‘‘collect on delivery’’ system. That
gvstem is controlled by the Railway Ad-
ministrator on hehalf of the people, and if
put inte operation here would overcome
many of the difficulties that confront the
producers to-day. T have a copy of the
scheme and with your permission, Mr.
Speaker, I propose to lay it on the Table
for the information of members. T ask the
Minister for Railways to pive that system
special vonsideration with a view to adopt-
ing it in Western Australia. Having had
gome experience in the Railway Depariment,
I am satisfied that the sy:tem can be in-
trodueed withont any additional cost.

Mr. Sampson: The Commissioner of Rail-
ways is considering it.

Mr., A. WANSBROUGH: He has been
congidering it for a long time. The last
time we heard about it he took one line and
eame ovi with an appeal for cheaper fruit.
The freight from Mt. Barker to Perth or
Fremantle was 1s. 1d. and to EKalgoorlie it
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was ls. 2d, The Comwissioner of Railways
amended the rates to 1s. 64. That was a
great concession! I think it was rather
hard upon the consumer tor the Commis-
sioner to impose a further tax upon that
section of the community. The system 1
refer to would do away with 50 per cent.
of the producers’ difficulties,

Mr. Thomson: Fruit is wasting on the
ground, but the people canmot get cheap
fruit.

AMr, A, WANSBROUGH: All that is
neeessary is for the Commissioner to be-
come a forwarding and receiving agent. The
bugbear of the producer is largely in-

"volved in the problem of wiping out those

parasites who fasten on the producers
to-day. If hon. membera peruse the scheme
they will at once realise how it will be pos-
sibie to get over the difficulty. In lepis-
lating for the establishment of markets we
are starting at the wrong end; we shounld
be legislating for compulsory co-operation.
Sampson: The Queensiand Fruit
Marketing Act in what we want.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Without being
personal or impudent, I would suggest to
the member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) that
instead of advocation the imtroduetion of
such & measure this session he should go out
and organise his own electorate first.

Mr, Sampson: I have done ao.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Thus would co-
operation be made possible. I will not be
ooe to legislate for a single section of the
community. In my electorate I have per-
haps 43 per cent. primary producers and 1
van heartily congratulate the Mt. Barker
people an the way in which they have sup-
ported co-operalion. I support the amend-
it at.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. W.
C. Augwin—North-Eagt Fremantte) [9.28]:
T am sorry that th: member for FPingelly
(Mr. Brown) is disappointed with my action
regarding the wwork of the select committee,
I do not consider that the committee wasted
tivi.  Some of the cvidence furnizhes a
zood tleal of information and the report
is a fairly good one. The committes point
out that during the next two vears the peo-
ple in the metropolitan area will be ron-
fronted with a shortage of meat supplies.
ATl the markets in the world will not get
over that difficulty if the meat is not avail-
able. By way of interjection I said it wonld
he imi-ossible for the City Council to carry
out the recommendations of the committee.
Regarding the question of contrel the com-
mitter’s report states—

Control by either the Government or the
Perth City Council is favoured, but im
view of all the eircumstances, your com-
mittee recommend, following on the lines
of the Eastern States, the Perth City
Couneil be given the necessary statutory
authority te erect and eontrol the mar-
kets.
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Had the committee stopped at that, there
would have been a possibility of that being
done, but they went further and said—
The committee consider it would be of
an advantage if an advisory board repre-
sentative of growers, distribotors, and
consumers could be arranged for, with
power to Degotiate and confer with the
eouncil on matters affecting the sale and
distribution of marketable produes.
Anybody with a knowledge of municipal
government knows that the general body of
municipal eouncillors will not brook any in-
terference with their management. Further,

I do not think the ratepayers of Perth-

would allow their couneillors to borrow
money on the security of city property if
outside people were to have a voice in the
eontrol. If the advisory board were made
compulsory, in my opinion that would be an
end of it, whereas if the board be not made
compulsory the City Council might agree
to its appointment. The question is whether
we are to provide markets for the metro-
politan area or for the whole of the State.
A previous (tovernment, of which I waa a
member, gave this matter very close attem-
tion. Mr. Bath, who was then Minister for
Lands and Agriculture, spent a lot of time
considering the best methods by which the
producers could sell their goods to the
consumers. At that time it was decided that
the only method that could he adepted in
the interests of producers and consumers
alike, was to have the markets under Gov-
ernment control; for under no other con-
ditions could the Government appoint &
board to manage the markets, The last Mar-
keting Bill we had in this House was lost
because the then Minister for Agriculture
could not make an arrangement with the
City Council in respect of the comtrol of the
markets, so as to give the producer and
consemer an equal voice in the manage-
ment., It was thought at that time that it
might be possble to have a trust to manage
the markets on bebalf of the producers and
eonsumers, if that trust paid interest and
sinking fund on the cost of construetion.
Waea purchased the land, and the site was
generally approved of I have not yet seen
any rteason to alter my approval of that
gite. Then there ig the question of financing
the project. I am doubtful whether it
would be wige to pay 63 per cent. for money
for the erection of markets. But is there
any need to build elaborate markets to
begin with? Would it not be possible
to build the markets by degrees? In-
stead of our expending a quarter of a
million, as was suggested by the City Council
in the last Marketing Bill, it could be dome
for considerablv less to begin with, and the
markets could be enlarged as required.
While I fully appreciate the work of the
seleet committee, T hold that even if we
bave to wait a couple of years until money
js cheaper it would bhe better to have the
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market controlled by the producers and con-
sumers than by the City Council. In the
course of discussion it has been questioned
whether the trust could raise the money.
Backed by the Government, the trust could

easily do so. If the people knew that
the Government, with the security of
the whole of the State, were behind
the +trust, the raising of the money

would present mno great diffieulty. It
is known that in some parts of Australia
and in the 01d Country markets are not so
flourishing to-day as they were & few yeara
ago. 1 expeet the metropolitan markets,
when built, will quickly take on the charac-
ter of wholesale markets rather than of re-
tail marketa. When in 1886 I first went to
Vietoria I resided in the neighbourhood of
the Melbourne markets., Those markets
were then goinng from early morning till
late at night. To-day, however, there is
little or no trading done in those markets
after 8 a.m., and they are used principally
as wholesale markets. Except the markets
in Adelaide, I know of mone in Ausiralia
where any retail trading is done at all.
We have municipal markets at Fremantls,
but very little retail trading is done there.
They are not looked upon as retail markets.
I agree with the member for Guildford
(Hon. W, D. Johnsen) that the producers
must . have a voice in the manage-
ment. It is true that almost every
time the Government come to the assistance
of private bodies the interest is mot paid.
But those bodies are under entirely dif-
ferent conditions., A few pepole come to-
gether, put a certain amount of money into
a concern, and then under previous pro-
mises from the Government ask for finan-
cial assistance on the basis of pound for
pound. The result is that eventually they
get something more like £100 per pound,
and in ¢onsequence the interest in the con-
cern slackens. However, if a trust repre-
sentative of the producers and consumers
were appointed with power to remove any
members of the trust who did mot carry out
their duties, it would be an entirely di-
ferent matter. The Goveroment, of course,
have no power whatever over those private
concerns to which I have alluded. Not
long ago the member for Katanning (Mr.
Thomson) bhrought before me a case in
which an acting director in one concern had
died, with the result that others had to go
away and Jleave the conmecern umfinancial.
Take our butter factories: At Northam, if
1 migtake not, there iz a liability to the
Government of £13,000. The factory is
being run by the Agricoltural Bank on a
foreclosure.

Hon. W. D. Johneon:
ton is written off ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Bugselton factory is being run by the Gov-
ernment, and as a result is the only factory
that is paying. Take Ravensthorpe: The
Government advanced £2,000 down there,

I suppose Buesel-
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and the machinery has vever yet been un-
packed! Nearly all the butter factories are
in a similar position, except perhaps Bun-
bury, where the factory is doing well. 1
do not know how Albany is at present, Lut
on one oecasion I went into that factory
and fouvnd that they weve keeping water
in the vats to prevent them falling to
pieces.

Mr. Sampson: TJon’t you think the City
Council can satisfactorily establish these
markets?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
City Council will never estahlish markets
unless the City Council has full control of
them. The ex-Minister for Agrienlture de-
cleared that on several oceasions hehad endea-
voured to get a conference of the producers
and eomsumers and the City Couneil, in
order to draft a Bill that would be suitable
to all parties. However, he failed, and in
consequence he opposed the Marketing Bill
brought down by the member for Perth
(Mr. Mann). And that Minister for Agri-
culture, it must be remembered, was a mem-
ber of the Country Party. It serves to show
the feeling that exists amongst the pro-
ducers in regard to this question of mar-
keting. If the Government eannot find the
meney to build the markets, and if a Bill
were introduced as the resuit of a confer-
ence between the producers and consumers,
a trust could he formed with bhorrowing
powers for the purpose of erccting the
markets,. We have the land, so there is
from £80,000 to £100,000 saved to start
with. The land is centrally situated and
in every way suitable, There is no doubt
that if a trust were properly formed it
would be able to raise the money to build
these markets in the interests of all con-
ecrned, This could be done in the interests
of the people of the metropolitan area as
well as of the people outside it without
placing the matter in the hands only of the
city. I hope the amendment will be earried.

Amendment (tbat the words proposed to
be struck out stand part of the motion)
put, and a division taken with the following
result:—

Ayes .. . ..o 13
Noes .. .- .. 23
Majority against .. 10
AvEs.
Mr. Clydesdale My, Sampson
Mr, Corboy Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Maley Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr, Mann Mr. Taylor
Mr. Millington My, Troy
Mr. Munsle Mr, Wilson
Mr. North {Teller.y
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NOES,
Mr. Angelo i Mr. Lutey
Mr. Angwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Brown | Mr. McCallum
Mr. Colller . Mr. Panton
My, Coverley Mr. Richardson
Mr, Cunningham Mr, Sleemab
Mr. GrifBths Mr, Thomson
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mr, E. B. Johnston Mr, Willeock
Mr, Kennedy Mr, Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr. Cheeson
Mr, Lindsay | {Teller.)
Amendment thus npegatived; the words

struck out.

Mr. THOMBON (Katanning) [9.50]: I
move—

That the following words be inserted
in lew of the words struck out:—
‘“Government to appoint o trust com-
posed of rcpresentalives of the primary
producers, congumers, and distribuiors, to
arrange for the erection and control of.’'

Amendment put and passed.

Question, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes A . .. 24
Noes .. .. oo 11
Majority for .. 13
AvEes,
Mr. Angelo Mr. McCallum
Mr. Angwin Mr. Panton
Mr. Brown Mr. Sampson
Mr, Colller Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Coverler Mr, J. M. Smith
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. W. L. Johnson Mr. Troy
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Wlllcock
Mr, Lamond Mr, Withers
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Chessen
Mr. Lutey (Teller.)
Mr. Marshall
NoES.
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Munsie
Mr. Corboy Mr, North
Mr. Cunningham Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Maley Mr. Taylor
Mr, Mana Mr, Wilson
Mr. Millington (Teller.)

Question, as amended, thus passed.

Honse adjourned at 9.56 p.m.



